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expansion earlier in the year. The
nominal deficit on U.S. trade in goods
and services widened in the second
quarter from its rate in the first quarter.
Increases in labor compensation have
been somewhat larger this year, but
consumer price inflation, adjusted for
food and energy prices, has remained on
a fairly steady trend.

Most short-term market interest rates
have declined slightly while
intermediate- and long-term rates have
fallen somewhat more since the
Committee meeting on July 2-3, 1996. In
foreign exchange markets, the trade-
weighted value of the dollar in terms of
the other G-10 currencies has
depreciated slightly over the
intermeeting period.

Growth of M2 and M3 moderated in
July. For the year through July, both
aggregates are estimated to have grown
at rates somewhat below the upper
bounds of their respective ranges for the
year. Expansion in total domestic
nonfinancial debt has been moderate on
balance over recent months and has
remained in the middle portion of its
range.

The Federal Open Market Committee
seeks monetary and financial conditions
that will foster price stability and
promote sustainable growth in output.
In furtherance of these objectives, the
Committee at its meeting in July
reaffirmed the ranges it had established
in January for growth of M2 and M3 of
1 to 5 percent and 2 to 6 percent
respectively, measured from the fourth
quarter of 1995 to the fourth quarter of
1996. The monitoring range for growth
of total domestic nonfinancial debt was
maintained at 3 to 7 percent for the year.
For 1997 the Committee agreed on a
tentative basis to set the same ranges as
in 1996 for growth of the monetary
aggregages and debt, measured from the
fourth quarter of 1996 to the fourth
quarter of 1997. The behavior of the
monetary aggregates will continue to be
evaluated in the light of progress toward
price level stability, movements in their
velocities, and developments in the
economy and financial markets.

In the implementation of policy for
the immediate future, the Committee
seeks to maintain the existing degree of
pressure on reserve positions. In the
context of the Committee’s long-run
objectives for price stability and
sustainable economic growth, and
giving careful consideration to
economic, financial, and monetary
developments, somewhat greater reserve
restraint would or slightly lesser reserve
restraint might be acceptable in the
intermeeting period. The contemplated
reserve conditions are expected to be

consistent with moderate growth in M2
and M3 over coming months.

By order of the Federal Open Market
Committee, September 30, 1996.
Donald L. Kohn,
Secretary, Federal Open Market Committee.
[FR Doc. 96–25581 Filed 10–4–96; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is announcing
that MacMillan Bloedel, Ltd., has filed
a petition proposing that the food
additive regulations be amended to
provide for the safe use of ethylene
glycol as a pulp bleaching agent for
paper and paperboard intended for use
in contact with food.
DATES: Written comments on the
petitioner’s environmental assessment
by November 6, 1996.
ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
to the Dockets Management Branch
(HFA–305), Food and Drug
Administration, 12420 Parklawn Dr.,
rm. 1–23, Rockville, MD 20857.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew J. Zajac, Center for Food Safety
and Applied Nutrition (HFS–216), Food
and Drug Administration, 200 C St. SW.,
Washington, DC 20204, 202–418–3095.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Under the
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(sec. 409(b)(5) (21 U.S.C. 348(b)(5))),
notice is given that a food additive
petition (FAP 6B4520) has been filed by
MacMillan Bloedel, Ltd., c/o Camplong
& Associates, Inc., P.O. Box 238,
Schomberg, ON L0G 1T0, Canada. The
petition proposes to amend the food
additive regulations in § 176.170
Components of paper and paperboard
in contact with aqueous and fatty foods
(21 CFR 176.170) to provide for the safe
use of ethylene glycol as a pulp
bleaching agent for paper and
paperboard intended for use in contact
with food.

The potential environmental impact
of this action is being reviewed. To
encourage public participation
consistent with regulations promulgated
under the National Environmental
Policy Act (40 CFR 1501.4(b)), the

agency is placing the environmental
assessment submitted with the petition
that is the subject of this notice on
public display at the Dockets
Management Branch (address above) for
public review and comment. Interested
persons may, on or before November 6,
1996, submit to the Dockets
Management Branch (address above)
written comments. Two copies of any
comments are to be submitted, except
that individuals may submit one copy.
Comments are to be identified with the
docket number found in brackets in the
heading of this document. Received
comments may be seen in the office
above between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday. FDA will also
place on public display any
amendments to, or comments on, the
petitioner’s environmental assessment
without further announcement in the
Federal Register. If, based on its review,
the agency finds that an environmental
impact statement is not required and
this petition results in a regulation, the
notice of availability of the agency’s
finding of no significant impact and the
evidence supporting that finding will be
published with the regulation in the
Federal Register in accordance with 21
CFR 25.40(c).

Dated: September 18, 1996.
Alan M. Rulis,
Director, Office of Premarket Approval,
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition.
[FR Doc. 96–25548 Filed 10–04–96; 8:45 am]
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Product and Establishment License
Applications, Refusal to File; Meeting
of Oversight Committee

AGENCY: Food and Drug Administration,
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) is announcing a
meeting of its standing oversight
committee in the Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research (CBER) that
conducts a periodic review of CBER’s
use of its refusal to file (RTF) practices
on product license applications (PLA’s)
and establishment license applications
(ELA’s). CBER’s RTF oversight
committee examines all RTF decisions
which occurred during the previous
quarter to assess consistency across
CBER offices and divisions in RTF
decisions.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
October 8, 1996.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joy
A. Cavagnaro, Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research (HFM–5), Food
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